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Abstract : There is an increasing demand for a functional extension delivery services in Nigeria with a view to meet up with
the food and fiber needs of the ever growing population of human and animal respectively. This study was designed to examine
farmers’ involvement in public and private extension services in southwestern Nigeria, specifically to explore the farmers’
participation in the two types of organizations involved. It also evaluates the performances of personnel in the organizations. A
multi-stage random sampling technique was used to select 30 respondents from each of the three selected organizations in
Ogun, Osun and Oyo states in Southwestern Nigeria. Data was collected with interview schedule and analyzed both at
descriptive and inferential levels. Kruskal Wallis one-way Analysis of variance was used to test the differences between the
participation of beneficiaries who are farmers under the public and private extension services and the level of benefit accrued
to them from the various extension organizations involved in the study. Results revealed that private extension organizations
were performing better and were more preferred by the beneficiaries. Results of the tested hypotheses as shown by Kruskal
Wallis test of difference (x2 = 0.709) S no significant difference between farmers’ participation in the extension services of
public and private organizations but however showed significant difference (X2 =12.074) in the benefits achieved by
respondents in the two organizations. These include: increased quantity of crop produced, farm income, skill acquisition, and
improved education in private extension organizations. Based on this result, it could be inferred that beneficiaries generally
preferred private extension organizations because of their effectiveness and vibrancy in programme administration. Public
extension is therefore recommended for general overhauling and possibly privatization in order to cater for teeming population
of farmers demanding for efficient and functional extension services to better their lots in production, processing and
marketing of agricultural produce.
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