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Abstract : The image of old age in Bangladesh is associated with graying of hair, wrinkling of skin, with poor physical health,
and decreased ability to work. The common expression “bura hoechi”, to be aged, means to be limited in terms of performing
economically productive activities, known as ‘work’. For ‘old-old’ age, there is a saying, “uthan akhon onek dure”, which
literally means “even the courtyard is like a very distant place (for an old person).” Traditionally, Bengali society had a
structure caring the life of older people. It was common in the joint families of Bangladeshi culture. The situation has been
changing. Complexities of the societies with growing rapid urbanization are influencing the traditional respects and caring
structure of the elderly persons and facing social challenges. Bangladesh is projected to have 10 percent of its population of
age 60 years and above in the year 2025. The ageing process is expected to accelerate in the next century, mainly because the
large cohorts born in 1950s and 1960s respectively will be joining the ranks of 60 years and over during this period. The
decline in mortality, particularly at young ages, also means that a higher proportion of the large cohorts will survive to old age.
The country does not have enough policy or strategy to face this upcoming challenge for the aged persons which needs
immediate attention.
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