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Abstract : Most research investigating how receiving communities perceive, and experience migration has overlooked the
potential role of subjective social class and social class identity in positive intergroup relations and social cohesion of migrants
and host societies. The present study aimed to provide insights to understand this relationship and focused on three important
features: prosocial behaviour, attitudes and emotions towards Muslim immigrants in Flanders, Belgium. Building on relative
deprivation-gratification theory we examined the indirect relationships of subjective social class on prosocial
behaviour/intentions, attitudes and emotions via relative deprivation (RD), as well as the moderator role of the importance of
social class identity. 431 Belgian participants participated in an online survey study. Overall, our results supported the
predicted indirect effect of subjective social class: the lower the subjective social class, the higher the perceptions of relative
deprivation, which in turn is related to less prosocial behaviour intentions, and more negative attitudes and emotions towards
immigrants. This indirect effect was, however, not moderated by the importance of social class identity. Interestingly, the
direct effects of subjective social class showed a different pattern: when bypassing deprivation our results showed higher
subjective social class was detrimental for intergroup relations (more negative attitudes and emotions), and that lower
subjective social class was positively related to prosocial intentions for those identifying highly with their class identity.
Overall, we gained valuable insights in the relationship of subjective social class and the three features of intergroup relations.
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