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Abstract : The eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea has been a significant part of the most important traffic corridors since
Antiquity due to its position as the deepest indented bay of the Mediterranean and numerous bays on the coast and is-lands.
The central place throughout history was occupied by the central part - Split-Dalmatia County, with its center in Antica in
Salona and later in Split. Nowadays, in addition to its traffic and economic importance, this area is also important for tourism,
an area where Croatia develops its economy and realizing its economic growth. Nautical tourism is the most important form of
the tourist economic sector that uses the geographical features of the Croatian Adriatic water area and achieves the greatest
growth  based  on  tour-ist  trends  in  the  world  (coronavirus  -  separation  from  the  masses,  adventure  tourism  -  own
arrangements) and thus opens up the possibility of develop-ment for other parts of the tourist economy. This will be described
in the ex-ample of the business of the Split-Dalmatia County shipping company from Krilo Jesenice, which operates as a mini-
cruising service provider, the lead-ing form of cruising in Croatia. The advantages that this type of tourism provides to
travelers in terms of customized itineraries, high-quality services, an intimate atmosphere, and a unique experience through
familiarization with local culture and tradition will be considered. Through direct primary research and analysis of available
secondary research data, an attempt will be made to show how traditional Croatian mini cruisers manage to stand out in a
competitive tourist environment. Their impact on the local economy, sus-tainability, and environmental protection will be
considered, as well as how they are integrated into the tourist offer of other destinations in Croatia. In addition, the challenges
and opportunities that arise in the maintenance and development of traditional Croatian mini cruisers will be discussed, includ-
ing issues such as infrastructure, staff training, and market trends.
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