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Abstract : The cognitive flexibility of 27 asthmatic children with learning difficulties was tested by using the Wisconsin card
sorting test (WCST) and compared to the performances of 30 non-asthmatic children who have persistence learning difficulties
also. The results revealed that the asthmatic group had poor performance through all the WCST psychometric parameters and
especially the preservative errors one. The results were discussed in light of the postulation that poor executive functions and
specifically poor cognitive flexibility are in the basis of the learning difficulties of asthmatic children with learning difficulties.
Neurophysiologic framework was suggested for explaining the etiology of poor executive functions and cognitive flexibility
among children with moderate into severe asthma.
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