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Abstract : The effect of entrepreneurship on economic, innovation, and employment has been widely acknowledged by
scholars and governments. As an essential factor of influencing entrepreneurship activities, entrepreneurship policy creates a
conducive environment to support and develop entrepreneurship. However, the challenge in developing entrepreneurship
policy is that policy is normally a combination of many different goals and instruments. Instead of examining the effect of
individual policy instruments, we argue that attention to a policy mix is necessary. In recent years, much attention has been
focused on comparing a single policy instrument to a policy mix, evaluating the interactions between different instruments
within a mix or assessment of particular policy mixes. However, another required step in understanding policy mixes is to
understand how and why mixes evolve and change over time and to determine whether any changes are an improvement. In
this paper, we try to trace the development of the policy mix for entrepreneurship in China by mapping the policy goals and
instruments and reveal the process of policy mix changing over time. We find two main process mechanisms of the
entrepreneurship policy mix in China: patching and stretching. Compared with policy repackaging, patching and stretching are
more realistic processes in the real world of the policy mix, and they are possible to achieve effectiveness by avoiding conflicts
and promoting synergies among policy goals and instruments.
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