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Abstract : With the various terrorist organizations and drug cartels that are currently active, there is a myriad of security
concerns facing countries around the world. Organizations that focus their attacks on others through terror, such as what is
seen with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS), have no boundaries when it comes to doing what is needed to fulfill
their desired intent. For countries such as Iraq, who have been trying to rebuild their country since the fall of the Saddam
Hussein Regime, organizations such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS have been impeding the country’s efforts toward peace and stability.
One method utilized by terrorist organizations around the world is human trafficking. This method is one that is seen around
the world; modern slavery is still exploited by those who have no concern for human decency and morality, their only concern
is to achieve their goals by any means. It is understandable that some people may not have even heard of 'modern slavery', or
they just might not believe that it is even an issue in today’s world. Organizations such as ISIS are not the only ones in the
world that seek to benefit from the immoral trading of humans. Various drug cartels in the world, such as those seen in Mexico
and Central America, have recently begun to take part in the trade – moving humans from state to state, or country to country,
to better fuel their overall operations. This now makes the possibility of human trafficking more real for those in the United
States because of the proximity of the cartels to the southern border of the country. An issue that, at one time, might have only
seen as a distant threat, is now close to home for those in the United States. Looking at these two examples is how we begin to
understand why human trafficking is utilized by various organizations around the world. This trade of human beings and the
violation of basic human rights is a plague that effects the entire world and not just those that are in a country other than your
own.  One of  the security  issues  that  stem from the trade includes  the movement  and recruitment  of  members  of  the
organizations. With individuals being smuggled from one location to another in secrecy, this only puts those trying to combat
this trade at a disadvantage. This creates concern over the accurate number of potential recruits, combatants, and other
individuals who are working against the host nation, and for the mission of the cartel or terrorist organization they are a part
of. An uphill battle is created, and the goals of peace and stability are now harder to reach. Aside from security aspects, it
cannot be forgotten that those being traded and forced into slavery,  are being done so against their will.  Families are
separated, children trained to be fighters or worse. This makes the goal of eradicating human trafficking even more dire and
important.
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