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Abstract : The Observatory of Sustainability of the Algarve Region for Tourism (OBSERVE) will be a valuable tool to assess the
sustainability of this region. The OBSERVE tool is designed to provide data and maintain an up-to-date, consistent set of
indicators defined to describe the region on the environmental, sociocultural, economic and institutional domains. This ongoing
two-year project has the active participation of the Algarve&rsquo;s stakeholders, since they were consulted and asked to
participate in the discussion for the indicators proposal. The environmental and sociocultural indicators chosen must indicate
the characteristics of the region and should be in alignment with other global systems used to monitor the sustainability. This
paper presents a review of sustainability indicators systems that support the first proposal for the environmental and
sociocultural indicators. Others constraints are discussed, namely the existing data and the data available in digital platforms
in a format suitable for automatic importation to the platform of OBSERVE. It is intended that OBSERVE will be a valuable tool
to assess the sustainability of the region of Algarve.
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