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Abstract : This paper contributes to on-going attempts at bringing together land, water and environmental policy in catchment
management.  A  tension  remains  in  defining  the  boundaries  of  policy  integration.  Most  of  Integrated  Water  Resource
Management is valued as rhetoric policy. It is far from being achieved on the ground because the socio-ecological system has
not been understood and developed into complete and coherent problem representation. To clarify the feature of integration,
this article draws on institutional fit for public policy integration and uses these insights in an empirical setting to identify the
mechanism that can facilitate effective public integration for catchment management. This research is based on the journey of
Victoria’s  government  from 1890-2016.  A  total  of  274 Victorian  Acts  related  to  land,  water,  environment  management
published in those periods has been investigated. Four conditions of integration have been identified in their co-evolution: (1)
the integration policy based on reserves, (2) the integration policy based on authority interest, (3) policy based on integrated
information and, (4) policy based coordinated resource, authority and information. Results suggest that policy coordination
among their policy instrument is superior rather than policy integration in the case of catchment management.
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