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Abstract : Controversies surrounding the impacts of oil palm plantations have resulted in some heated debates, especially
concerning biodiversity loss and indigenous people well-being. The indigenous people of Dayak generally used wildlife to fulfill
their daily needs thus were assumed to have experienced negative impacts due to oil palm developments within and
surrounding their settlement areas. This study was conducted to identify the characteristics of the Dayak community settled
around an oil palm plantation, to determine their perceptions of wildlife loss or gain as the results of the development of oil
palm plantations, and to identify the determinant characteristic of the perceptions. The research was conducted on March
2018 in Nanga Tayap and Tajok Kayong Villages, which were located around the oil palm plantation of NTYE of Ketapang, West
Kalimantan-Indonesia. Data were collected through in depth-structured interview, using closed and semi-open questionnaires
and three-scale Likert statements. Interviews were conducted with 74 respondents using accidental sampling, and categorized
into respondents who were dependent on oil palm for their livelihoods and those who were not. Data were analyzed using
quantitative statistics method, Likert Scale, Chi-Square Test, Spearman Test, and Mann-Whitney Test. The research found that
the indigenous Dayak people were aware of wildlife species loss and gain since the establishment of the plantation.
Nevertheless, wildlife loss did not affect their social, economic, and cultural needs since they could find substitutions. It was
found that prior to the plantation&rsquo;s development, the local Dayak communities were already slowly experiencing some
livelihood transitions through local village development. The only determinant characteristic of the community that influenced
their perceptions of wildlife loss/gain was level of education.
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