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Abstract : Chinese overall urban design faces a large number of problems such as the neglect of urban characteristics,
generalization of content, and difficulty in implementation. Focusing on these issues, this paper proposes the main points of
shaping urban characteristics in overall urban design: focuses on core problems in city function and scale, landscape pattern,
historical culture, social resources and modern city style and digs the urban characteristic genes. Then, we put forward
&ldquo;core problem location and characteristic  gene enhancement&rdquo;  as a kind of  overall  urban design technical
method. Firstly, based on the main problems in urban space as a whole, for the operability goal, the method extracts the key
genes and integrates into the multi-dimension system in a targeted manner. Secondly, hierarchical management and guidance
system is established which may be in line with administrative management. Finally, by converting the results, action plan is
drawn up that can be dynamically implemented. Based on the above idea and method, a practical exploration has been
performed in the case of Xiangyang central city.
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