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Abstract : In this study, we investigated ethnic minority students’ perception of the implementation of preferential policies in
China. Using a mixed methods design, we surveyed 320 students from an institute of education for ethnic minorities and
conducted further in-depth interviews with seven respondents. Although interviewees were from 30 ethnic groups, most of
them were from mainstream high schools. We found that minority students from preparatory classes have an overall positive
attitude towards preferential policies and preparatory class but lack sense of belonging to the university for various reasons.
Findings indicate that although preparatory class is regarded as being helpful for minority students’ academic development,
there are differences of attitude mainly depending on the high schools they graduated from and their ethnic identities. Our
analyses suggest that ethnicity, high school graduated from, hometown and family income are more important than gender,
religion, and political affiliation when accounting for their perceptions of the implementation of preferential policies in China.
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