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Abstract : Utilizing a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) methodology and a theoretical framework based on disability studies,
how Jamaican and Trinidadian newspapers discussed issues relating to the Deaf community were examined. The term deaf was
inputted into the search engine tool of the online website for the Jamaica Observer and the Trinidad & Tobago Guardian. All 27
articles that contained the term deaf in its content and were written between August 1, 2017 and November 15, 2017 were
chosen for the study. The data analysis was divided into three steps: (1) listing and analysis instances of metaphorical deafness
(e.g. fall on deaf ears), (2) categorization of the content of the articles into the models of disability discourse (the medical,
socio-cultural, and superscrip models of disability narratives), and (3) the analysis of any additional data found. A total of 42%
of the articles pulled for this study did not deal with the Deaf community in any capacity, but rather instances of the use of
idiomatic expressions that use deafness as a metaphor for a non-physical, undesirable trait. The most common idiomatic
expression found was fall on deaf ears. Regarding the models of disability discourse, eight articles were found to follow the
socio-cultural model, two were found to follow the medical model, and two were found to follow the superscrip model. The
additional data found in these articles include two instances of the term deaf and mute, an overwhelming use of lower case d
for the term deaf, and the misuse of the term translator (to mean interpreter).
Keywords : deafness, disability, news coverage, Caribbean newspapers
Conference Title : ICDS 2019 : International Conference on Disability Studies
Conference Location : Vancouver, Canada
Conference Dates : August 07-08, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Health and Medical Engineering

Vol:13, No:08, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
ea

lth
 a

nd
 M

ed
ic

al
 E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

08
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/9
94

17
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(08) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/99417.pdf

