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Abstract : The charm of a ruin colonised by wild plants and flowers is part of Western culture. The relationship between ruins
and vegetation involves a wide range of different fields of research. During the first phase of the research the most important
writings and projects about this argument were investigated, to understand how the perception of the co-existence of ruins and
vegetation has changed over time and to investigate the various different approaches that these different fields have adopted
when tackling this issue. The paper presents some practical examples of projects carried out from the early 1900s on. The
major result is that specifically regards conservation, the best attitude is the management of change, an inevitable process
when it comes to the co-existence of ruins and nature and, particularly, ruins and vegetation. Limiting ourselves to adopting
measures designed to stop, or rather slow down, the increasing level of entropy (and therefore disorder) may not be enough.
Keywords : ruins, vegetation, conservation, archaeology, architecture
Conference Title : ICARRC 2019 : International Conference on Architectural Renovation, Restoration and Conservation
Conference Location : Amsterdam, Netherlands
Conference Dates : May 14-15, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Architectural and Environmental Engineering

Vol:13, No:05, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

05
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/9
90

37
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(05) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/99037.pdf

