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Abstract : The demand for developing international social work field education is on the rise. Global foreign universities have
considered international collaboration and cross-cultural perspective as an essential part of their social work training
curriculum. International placement program at Faculty of Social Work (FSW), Hanoi National University of Education (HNUE)
has met the need of international social work students, as well as the institutions involved in achieving social work professional
social work knowledge in the Vietnamese context. This program has also lead to a long-term collaboration between HNUE and
several global institutions in developing social work education, research and practice skill. This paper focuses on the benefits
and challenges of students who involved in the global placement programme at Faculty of Social Work (FSW), Hanoi National
University of Education (HNUE) and content of international field education provided to the international students based on
the experience of the authors. Study results indicated that the participants have opportunity them to explore a new culture and
social work system abroad especially in the Vietnamese context. However, there are still difficulties that international students
have to face during different phases of the exchange process such as language and communication barriers, cultural value
differences, insufficient support and supervision during placement. Basing on these results, the authors intend to propose some
recommendations to enhance the programme activities such as pre-departure orientation, support and supervision during
placement, cultural exchange and follow-up activities.
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