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Abstract : Indonesia continues to reform its social protection system to provide the needed protection for its citizen. Indonesia
Social Protection consisted of social assistance programs (non-contributory/tax-financed) specifically targeted for the poor and
at-risk  and  social  security/insurance  program (contributory  system).  The  social  assistance  programs  have  mostly  been
implemented since 1998. The national health insurance has been implemented since 2014 and the employment social insurance
since 2015. One major reform implemented has been improving the targeting performance of its major social assistance
portfolios including (1) Food Assistance for the poor families (Rastra and BPNT/noncash foods assistance); (2) Education
Assistance for poor children; (3) Conditional Cash Transfer for poor families (PKH); and (4) Subsidized beneficiaries of National
Health Insurance (JKN-PBI) for the poor and at-risk individuals. For the Social Insurance (through BPJS Employment program),
several initiatives have been implemented to expand the program contributing members, although it mostly benefits the formal
sector workers. However, major gaps still exist especially for the emerging middle-income groups who typically work at the
informal sectors. They have yet to get the protection needed to sustain their social and economic growth. Since 2017, TNP2K
(the National Team for Poverty Reduction) under the Vice President office has led the social protection discourse as the
government understands the need to address vulnerabilities across the lifecycle and prioritize support to the most at-risk
population particularly the elderly, young children and people with disabilities. Discussion and advocacy to recommend for
more investment is continuing in order for the government to establish a comprehensive social protection system in the near
future (2020-2024) that protects children through an inclusive child benefit program; build a system to benefit more working-
age adults (including individuals with disabilities) and a three-tier elderly protection as they reach 65 years.
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