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Abstract : The development of a critical, open and plural citizenship constitutes one of the main challenges of the school
institution in the present multicultural societies. Didactics in Social Sciences has conducted important contributions to the
development of active methodologies to promote the development of the intercultural competencies of the student body.
Research in intercultural education has demonstrated the efficiency of the cooperative learning techniques to improve the
intercultural  relations  in  the  classroom.  Our  study  proposes  to  check  the  effect  that,  concerning  the  development  of
intercultural  competencies  of  the  student  body,  the  emotional  education  can  have  in  the  context  of  the  use  of  active
methodologies such as the learning by projects and the cooperative learning. To that purpose, a programme of intervention
based on activities focussed on controversial issues related to cultural diversity has been implemented in several secondary
schools. Through a methodology which combines intercultural competence scales with interviews and also with the analysis of
the school body’s productions, the persistence of stereotypes against immigration and the efficacy of the introduction of
emotional education elements in the development of intercultural competencies have both been observed.
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