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Abstract : Preterm-low birth weight delivery is a major cause of infant morbidity and mortality in developing countries and has
been linked to poor periodontal health during pregnancy. Gingivitis and chronic periodontitis are highly prevalent chronic
inflammatory oral diseases. The detection and diagnosis of these common diseases is a fundamentally important component of
oral  health care.  This study is intended to investigate predisposing and enabling factors as determinants of oral  health
indicators in pregnancy as well  as  the association between periodontal  problems during pregnancy with age and socio
economic status of the individual. A community –based prospective cohort study will be conducted in Jamshedpur, Jharkhand,
India  among pregnant  women using completed interviews and a  full  mouth  oral  clinical  examination  using the  CPITN
(Community Periodontal Index of Treatment Need) and OHI-S (Simplified Oral Hygiene) indices with adequate sample size and
informed consent to the patient following proper inclusion and exclusion criteria. Multiple logistic regression analyses will be
used to identify independent determinants of periodontal problems and use of dental services during pregnancy. Analysis of
covariance  (ANCOVA)  will  be  used  to  investigate  the  relationship  between  periodontal  problems  with  the  age  and
socioeconomic status. The result will  help in proper monitoring of periodontal health during pregnancy encouraging the
delivery of healthy child and the maintenance of proper health of the mother.
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