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Abstract : This paper will analyse the classical Islamic text in order to determine whether the Arab spring was a rebellion or a
revolution. Commencing in 2010, we saw a series of revolutions or what some would call rebellions throughout the Arab
peninsula. Many of the religious clergies came out emphatically in support of the people who wanted to overthrow the leaders.
This brought forth the important question about the acceptability of rebelling against unjust leaders in Islamic theological
texts. The paper will look to analyse the Islamic legal and theological position on the permissibility of rebelling, whether there
is scholarly consensus on the issue, and how the texts are analysed in order to come to the current position we have today. The
position of the clergy who supported the Arab spring will also be analysed in order to deduce if their position falls within the
religious framework. An inquiry will be about to determine the ideology of those who joined the rebellion after the inception
and whether these ideas can be found in classical Islamic texts. The nuances of these positions will be analysed in order to
determine whether what we witnessed was a rebellion or a revolution.
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