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Abstract : Introduction: There are many tools available for the measurement of health literacy. REALM (Rapid Estimate of
Adult Literacy in Medicine) is a very commonly used tool in advanced countries. It comes in two forms-one with 66 words and
shorter version (REALM-SF) with seven words. We decided to test the applicability of shorter version of the REALM test among
our patients. Methodology: REALM (SF) was tested among 200 patients in a tertiary hospital. Discussion and conclusion: From
the analysis of results, when the results of pronunciation indicate adequate levels of HL skills, analysis of comprehension shows
that mere reading skills is likely to be misleading. So it is proposed that in Indian population who have adequate reading skills
without adequate comprehension the REALM-SF test tool in its present form may not be an ideal testing tool for assessing HL.
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