
International Dispute Settlements According to the Law of the Sea: Coastal
States vs. Maritime Conflicts

Authors : Ermal Xhelilaj
Abstract : International practice has revealed that many maritime conflicts have been initiated as a direct result of coastal
states’ disagreements over maritime boundaries and other related maritime issues. These disagreements embrace relevant
problematic matters reflecting international conflicts, which in order to prevent further escalation into international crises or
even armed conflicts have to be legally resolved. The most challenging cases in international system involve regional or
bilateral disputes regarding maritime boundaries delimitations between states, which may result in the activation of respective
armed forces, considered crucial elements for the protection of territorial sovereignty. Taken under considerations the legal
issues that Law of the Sea Convention (1982) reflects, including the legal provisions over disputes settlements, the importance
of analyzing this paramount issue might be considered relevant at present. Therefore, this study will be focused in discussing
legal and practical issues that concern the resolution of international maritime disputes seen from international relations point
of view, by initially analyzing UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS 1982) relevant legal  provisions,  further
discussing several notable cases over maritime boundaries delimitations as well as concluding with some recommendations
related to this issue. The author is of the opinion that although the boundaries delimitation’s legal regime of UNCLOS reflects
important  standards  for  dispute  settlements,  yet  considering  the  complex  situation  that  represents  this  issue,  relevant
amendments might be necessary to be undertaken by international maritime organizations in order to further clarify the
aforementioned legal matter.
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