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Abstract : The study defines the problems and issues of women in Maoist groups, also referred as ‘Naxalites’, in Chhattisgarh,
India. It analyses the causes and consequences of increasing number of women joining Maoists groups and measures taken by
the central and state government to retreat them. The main aspect of the study is, how to counter the challenges to resolve the
issues and restore normalcy in the life of women Maoists to resettle them in mainstream once they become physically inactive
and wish to become part of the society. The rationale behind this study is that women Maoists once inactive, has no place
either with Maoist camps/rebel groups or particularly in society. The problems faced by the women Maoists, in society as well
as in Maoists camps, can be studied through social, economic, cultural, political and humanitarian aspects. The methodology of
the study is dependent on primary sources of information which includes a research survey in majorly affected areas, statistical
analysis.  Secondary sources of  information are helpful  for understanding the background of  the problem. Government’s
strategy of rewarding with cash and providing resettlement and rehabilitation benefits including houses and jobs to ex-women
Maoists and their families is a well formulated and feasible policy and effectively implemented by the concerned authorities.
But, the survey results show that the policy has not been able to have impacts as it was intended. Because inactive and
physically disabled women are still left deserted in deep forests to die and police or authorities are not able to reach them and
bring them back. The difficult terrain and dense forest areas are major hurdles to reach to Maoists camps. Moreover, to make
people aware of government’s surrendering and rehabilitation schemes and policies as communication networks are very poor
due to the lack of development in the state.
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