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Abstract : This paper analyzes the permissibility of demonstrations against a leader's decision, policies, as well as statements
against Islamic values from an Islamic point of view. Recorded at the end of 2016, a large demonstration in Jakarta involving
many people, mostly from Muslim society against the former Governor of Jakarta, Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, was considered a
form of harm to the value of harmony and the unity of religious communities in Indonesia. Hence, this paper aims to answer the
question that became a tough discussion and a long debate among Indonesian Muslims after an immense demonstration known
as the 212 movements, ‘how exactly Islam sees such act of demonstration?’. Is there any particular historical source in Islamic
history  that  mention  information  related  to  demonstration?  A  phenomenological  qualitative  method  was  implemented
throughout the process of this research to study the perspective of various Muslims scholars by reviewing, and comparing their
opinions through the classical source of Islamic history and Hadith literature. One of the main roots of this extensive debate is
due to the extremist group, which bans all forms of demonstration, assuming that such acts had come from the West and
unknown culture in the Islamic history. In addition, they also claim that all the demonstrators are Bughat. While some other
groups,  freely  declare  that  demonstration  can  be  done  anytime  and  anywhere,  without  specific  terms  and  regulations
associated. The findings of this research illustrate that the protests which we now know of today, in terms of demonstration
had existed since ancient times, even from the time of the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). This paper reveals that
there is a strong evidence that demonstration is justified in Islamic law and has a historical root. This can, therefore, be a
proposition of such permissibility. However, there are still a number of things one has to be aware of when it comes to the
demonstration, and clearly, not all demonstrations are legal from the Islamic perspective.
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