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Abstract : Introduction: Homosexuality has been and continues to be a controversial subject across many disciplines; it has
generated many debates around religious, academic institutions, political, socio-cultural as well as medical domains. The
current study investigated students from a previously disadvantaged African university’s perception regarding homosexuality.
Method: This qualitative study utilized two focus groups to collect data, which then was analyzed using thematic content
analysis. Result: The study revealed that students’ level of awareness with regard to homosexuality is very high and their
perceptions largely negative. Students predominantly found the practice unethical, and un-African. Discussion: Students tend
to show a lot of stereotypical prejudicial responses and there seems to be a general lack of willingness to discuss this in a
public discourse. In conclusion, there seems to be a tension between cultural values and the open environment such as
academic institutions. Students’ perceptions go a long way in shaping public discourse and the larger population’s general
attitude toward homosexuality.
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