
The Role of Police in Counterinsurgency: A Case Study of Tripura
Authors : Yagnik Patel
Abstract : This paper will analyze and explain two main objectives. First, it will examine the emergence of the insurgency in
the state of Tripura. The State of Tripura was facing the full blow of insurgency problem since 1978 after the formation of
Tripura National Volunteers (TNV). But, the roots of this insurgency were found even before 1978. This study will analyze the
roots and trajectory of insurgency in the Tripura. Second, it will examine the role played by the police in counterinsurgency in
the State of Tripura. Even though state police are mandated for the maintenance of the law and order and public order (like
every  police),  the  state  police  of  Tripura  have  played a  significant  role  in  curbing  the  insurgency  by  enhancing  their
counterinsurgency (COIN) capabilities and re-structuring the new comprehensive COIN doctrine. And by the end of May 2015,
the State Government has lifted The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) from the State of Tripura, as declaiming of
the  violence.  The  fight  against  the  insurgency,  usually  done by  the  military  or  para-military,  but  nowadays  the  police
organization is also becoming a vital state apparatus. After Punjab police and Andhra Pradesh police, Tripura police have also
successfully curbed the insurgency from the state. This was the third time when successful counterinsurgency did by the state
police in India. This has shown the importance of the police in the fight against the insurgency. In this regard, this paper will
use both quantitative and qualitative research methods for an explanatory case study to analyze and explain the roots, causes
and the trajectory of insurgency in the state of Tripura and the role played by the police in COIN in Tripura. Along with this,
the paper will also examine the successful ‘Police Model of Tripura’.
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