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Abstract : Renal disease is a major cause of morbidity and mortality. Glomerular diseases make a small portion of the renal
disease. Lupus glomerulonephritis (GN) is the commonest among the GN of systemic diseases. More than a hundred and
eighty-eight consecutive renal biopsies are performed and evaluated for clinically suspected glomerular diseases over a period
of two years. As in a standard practice after receiving the ultrasound-guided renal biopsies, the fresh biopsy is divided to three
parts, one part is frozen for immunofluorescence evaluation, the second part is placed in 4% glutaraldehyde for electron
microscopic evaluation, and the third part is placed in 10% buffered formalin for light microscopic evaluation. Primary
glomerular diseases are detected in 83 biopsies; glomerulonephritis (GN) of systemic diseases are identified in 88, glomerular
lesions in vascular diseases in 3, glomerular lesions in metabolic diseases in 7, hereditary nephropathies in 2, end-stage kidney
in 2, and glomerular lesions in transplantation in 3 biopsies. Among the primary lesions, focal segmental glomerulosclerosis
(28) and mesangial proliferative GN (26) were the most common. Lupus GN (67) and Ig A nephropathy (20) were the most
common of the GN of systemic diseases. Lupus nephritis biopsies included one biopsy diagnosed as class 1 (normal), 17
biopsies class 2 (mesangial proliferation), 5 biopsies class 3 (focal proliferative GN), 39 biopsies class 4 diffuse proliferative
GN), 3 biopsies class 5 (membranous GN), and 2 biopsies class 6 (crescentic GN). Lupus GN is the most common among GN of
systemic diseases. While diabetes is very common here, diabetic GN (3 biopsies) is not as common as might one expects. Most
likely this is due to sampling and reluctance on part of nephrologists and patients in sampling the kidney in diabetes mellitus.
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