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Abstract : During the 1990s, an alliance of international intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations proposed a
set of regulatory norms designed to reduce corruption. Many governments in developing countries, such as Vietnam, enacted
these global anti-corruption norms into their domestic law. This article draws on empirical research to understand why these
anti-corruption norms have failed to reduce corruption in Vietnam and many other developing countries. Rather than
investigating state compliance with global anti-corruption provisions, a topic that has already attracted considerable attention,
this article aims to explore the comparatively under-researched area of business compliance. Based on data collected from
semi-structured interviews with business managers in Vietnam and archival research, this article examines how businesses in
Vietnam interpret and comply with global anti-corruption norms. It investigates why different types of companies in Vietnam
engage with and respond to these norms in different ways. This article suggests that global anti-corruption norms have not
been effective in reducing corruption in Vietnam because there is fragmentation in the way companies in Vietnam interpret and
respond to these norms. This fragmentation results from differences in the epistemic (or interpretive) communities that
companies draw upon to interpret global anti-corruption norms. This article uses discourse analysis to understand how the
communities interpret global anti-corruption norms. This investigation aims to generate some predictive insights into how
companies are likely to respond to anti-corruption regimes based on global anti-corruption norms.
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