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Abstract : The prevalence of gastrointestinal parasites of ruminant has been on the increase leading to great economic and
production losses with more fatal cases occurring in developing countries. This study was conducted to investigate and provide
data on the prevalence and impact of haemo and gastro intestinal parasites of small ruminants in Akwanga LGA of Nasarawa
State. One hundred fecal and blood samples were collected from goats and sheep. The fecal and blood samples were examined
using floatation method and thin blood smear method respectively. Four gastro intestinal parasites were identified in the study,
these are; Strongyloides spp, Paramphistome spp, Coccidia spp and Moniezia spp. while 2 heamo parasites were identified;
Babesia  spp.  and Anaplasma spp.  The most  prevalent  gastro  intestinal  parasite  encountered was  Strongyloide  pp with
48(64.86%) and 48(77.42%) in sheep and goat respectively. This is followed by Paramphistome spp with 18(24.32%) in sheep
only. The least prevalent was Coccidia spp with 8(10.8%) in sheep and Moniezia spp with 2 (3.23%) in goats. The most
prevalent heamo parasites was Babesia spp with 10(71.43%) and 10(100.00%) in sheep and goat respectively while the least
prevalent was Anaplasma spp with 4(28.57%) in sheep only. Statistically, there is no significant difference between haemo and
gastrointestinal parasites of sheep and goats in the study area. (P > 0.05). The prevalence of gastrointestinal and haemo
parasites in relation to sex showed that female had the highest prevalence of 50% than in the male 2.00% while In relation to
age the prevalence was higher in adult 58% than in the Young 2.00%. Statistically, there is a significant difference (P < 0.05)
between adult and young. The study indicates that parasitic infections are prevalent in ruminants in the study area.
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