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Abstract : The world faces now one of the largest migration crisis and the European Union meets challenges in accepting the
flow of migrants that could not be handled finally at this step. This crisis is complicated with many factors, such as military
conflict in the Middle East; absence of the appropriate conditions in the refugees’ camps; but also with the complicity of the
migration flow consisting of the Sub-Saharan migrants. This type of migrants leave their homelands for many reasons including
poverty, not appropriate level of social and economic conditions, absence of infrastructure and access to the education and
medical care. In practice, when the restrictive approach directed to limit the flow of illicit migration and to send illicit migrants
back to their homelands is not always working, the approach directed to the root causes of the migration crisis can be more
effective in settling the crisis. The Cotonou Agreement and the following treaties concluded between the European Union, and
Sub-Saharan states show that the European Union considers the development of human rights and appropriate social and
economic conditions in the Sub-Saharan states as one of the most important factors addressing the migration crisis. The
preventive approach as the efforts of the European Union to develop appropriate social and economic conditions in Sub-
Saharan states is considered in this article, as well as its evolution and current condition. This article also considers pros and
cons of this approach and the obstacles that this approach faces. The research methods include review of literature and
documents, analytical and descriptive methods.
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