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Abstract : Biharis as an urban refugee are a significant urban dweller in Dhaka since their forced migration on the partition of
1947. There are many such refugee settlements in Bangladesh, particularly in Dhaka where they often live in dire conditions,
facing discrimination from mainstream society. Their camps have become slums. Housing for urban refugee is still not a
strategic concern for overall housing policy of Dhaka. The study has been conducted in a significant refugee settlement located
in Mirpur-11, Dhaka, to observe their way of living in these camps to understand the socio-cultural aspects that are shaping
their settlement morphology, hence to identify the key issues of their built environment to suggest an inclusive and sustainable
housing solution for improving their life in urban environment. The methods included first-hand data collection on their
household spaces and community spaces accompanied with the overall spatial organization of the settlement pattern which
later on followed by a semi-structured interview with randomly selected samples from the camp dwellers to get users’ feedback
on the research aspects. The outcome of the study will help initiating housing strategies as well as formulating design issues
for this case specific inhabitants of urban Dhaka.
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