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Abstract : In Nigeria, civil-military relations is at its lowest point as a result of the challenges emanating from incessant
initiation of military aid to civil authorities (MACA) for internal security operations. This paper is concerned with the question
whether it is appropriate for the military to handle internal security crisis with exception to terrorism and armed militia. It
analyses the legal framework for MACA in internal security operations which appear to be in contradiction with military
tactical and equipment training. The paper argues that the expectation that transitional re-training of the military for internal
security operations will reconcile these inconsistencies specifically on the issue of use of force is not practicable and will
always pose challenges for both the military and the citizens. Accordingly, this paper adopts a socio-legal methodology for
better clarity on the interactions between the legal framework on MACA and military internal security operations. The paper
also identifies the lack of effective and proficient paramilitary within the security design of Nigeria as the key issue which
results in incessant initiation of MACA and advocates for the establishment of an effective and proficient paramilitary to
effectively handle internal security crisis within Nigeria.
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