
Development of Strategic Cooperation in Managing Thailand-Myanmar
Borders: Roles of Education in Enhancing Sustainability

Authors : Rungrot Trongsakul
Abstract : This paper was aimed to study the strategic cooperation development of Thailand in accordance with the door open
policy of Myanmar, by use of DIMES Model: Diplomacy, Information, Military and Economics, Socio-Culture. This research
employed qualitative method, aiming to study, analyze and synthesize the content of laws, policies, relevant research papers
and documents, and relevant theories, and to study external environment and national power based on DIMES Model. The five
steps of strategic development utilized in this study included (1) conceptual framework and definition; (2) environmental
scanning; (3) assessing; (4) determining; and (5) drafting strategic plan. The suggested strategies were based on the concept of
'Soft Power'. Therefore, the determination of measures, action plans or projects as strategic means of public and private
organizations should be based on sincere participation among people and communities living on the borders shared by both
countries. Adoption of education, learning and sharing process is a key to building sustainability of the countries’ strategic
cooperation, while an application of 'Soft Power' in all dimensions of the cooperation between the two countries was suggested.
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