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Abstract : Modern consumption culture represents a widespread phenomenon that affects young people, as it affects all age
groups in both urban and rural societies. It has been helped by globalization, specifically cultural globalization, also internal
and external  migration,  and the immense development in information technology as well,  these factors have led to the
appearance of the conspicuous consumption pattern among young people. This research firstly interested in identifying the
nature of this pattern of consumption among young people in the countryside, which represents a society with a special nature,
was characterized by the pattern of traditional consumption. Secondly to find out whether the rural character has an impact on
the  conspicuous  consumption  of  youth.  Finally  to  identify  the  reasons  for  the  rural  youth's  tendency  to  such  type  of
consumption and if it contributes in satisfying certain social needs. The research used the anthropological method. Observation
and open-ended interviews were used as tools to collect data and an interview guide was applied on a selective youth sample
(40:20 male and 20 female) aged between 17to 34 in an Egyptian village located in Dakahlia governorate. The research showed
that rural youth has impacted with the modern consumption culture and not isolated from it despite the lack of financial
abilities. The conspicuous consumption is a dominant pattern of consumption among the Egyptian rural youth and it has been
practicing by rural youth regardless of their educational & financial levels. Also, the wish to show the social and economic
status, bragging and show off is the main reason for the rural youth to adopt the conspicuous consumption, moreover to face
the inferior view from their counterparts’ urban youth.
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