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Abstract : India is a land of craftsmen and a hub of many popular embroidery clusters. Chikankari is the name given to the
delicate art of hand embroidery, traditionally practiced in the city of Lucknow and its environs. Chikankari not only provide
employment to 250,000 artisans of different crafts but people from non-craft base also earn their livelihood by associating
themselves with this craft. People working in this sector are exploited in term of working hours, low and irregular income,
unsatisfactory work conditions, no legal protection and exposed to occupational health hazards. The present paper is an
attempt to analyse occupational profile of workers engaged in Chikan embroidery industry. Being an empirical study, the entire
work is based upon primary sources of data which have collected through field survey. Purposive random sampling has used
for selection of data. Total 150 workers have surveyed through questionnaire technique in Lucknow city during October-
November, 2017. For analysis of data Z-score, ANOVA, and Pearson correlation techniques are used. The result of present
study indicates that artisans are exploited by the middle man and face the problem of late payment and long working hours
because they are not directly associated with the manufacturers. Work conditions of the workers are quite poor such as
improper ventilation, poor light and unhygienic conditions that adversely affect the health of workers.
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