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Abstract : Goats form an integral part of livestock production in the tropics. Meat potential is determined subjectively by
resource poor livestock keepers, using hand to measure the rump width (RW). Objective evaluation of meat potential in
different breads of goats can overcome problems associated with subjective evaluation. Hence, the objectives were to predict
meatiness in Red Sokoto (RS), Sahel and the West African Dwarf (WAD) goats, using product of the body length (BL), wither
height (WH) and (RW) and to indicate the inherent size of each breed, using WH: BL ratio. These three parameters were used
because they are less environmentally sensitive. A total of 2849 goats were sampled purposefully from the Akinyele and
Oranyan markets in Ibadan, Oyo State Nigeria. RS showed no significant difference for BL and WH but different from the RW
of both sexes (p < 0.01). Similarly WAD showed no significant difference for the BL and WH, but differed (p < 0.01) between
sexes for RW. Using the ANOVA, BL:WH ratio showed no significant difference between the breeds. WAD goats have the
highest mean for BL:WH ratio. Western meat livestock is primarily identified using BL:WH. The combinations of these body
parameters as indicator for meat type in meat animals showed that WAD goat has more potential to lay down meat, than RS
and Sahel.
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