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Abstract : How might history education support teachers and students to see the past as a provocation, be open to possible
futures, and act differently? As teacher educators in an age of diversity and uncertainty,  we need to question history’s
curriculum nature, pedagogy, and policy intent. The cultural politics of history’s identity in the senior secondary curriculum
influences educational socialization (disciplinary, professional, research) and engagement with curriculum decision-making.
This  paper  reflects  on  curriculum disturbance  that  shaped a  critical  pedagogy  stance  to  problematize  school  history’s
certainties. The context is situated in an Aotearoa New Zealand university-based initial teacher education programme. A
pedagogic innovation was activated whereby problematized history pedagogy [PHP] was conceptualized as the phenomenon
and method of inquiry and storied in doctoral work. The PHP was a reciprocal research process involving history class’
participants and the teacher as researcher, in fashioning teaching identities, identifying with, and thinking critically about
history pedagogy. PHP findings revealed evocative discourses of embodiment, nostalgia, and connectedness about living ‘inside
the past’. Participants expressed certainty about their abilities as teachers living ‘outside the past’ to interpret historical
perspectives. However, discomfort was evident in relation to ‘difficult knowledge’ or unfamiliar contexts of the past that
exposed exclusion, powerlessness, or silenced voices. Participants identified history programmes as strongly masculine and
conflict-focused. A normalized inquiry-transmission approach to history pedagogy was identified and critiqued. Individuals’
reflexive  accounts  of  PHP implemented whilst  on practicum indicate  possibilities  of  history  pedagogy as;  inclusive  and
democratic, social and ethical reconstruction, and as a critical project. The PHP sought to reimagine history curriculum and
identify spaces of possibility in secondary postgraduate teacher education.
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