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Abstract : In the last years, the concept of entrepreneurial ecosystems has gained popularity. It reveals the importance of a
supportive community and adequate economic environment for entrepreneurial activity, and thus the possibility of developing a
different perspective on the innovation system. On the other hand, the (regional/technology) innovation system approach lacks
in its analyses the presence of an entrepreneur as a key actor that develops innovations. In this regard, this paper examines the
foundations of both theoretical approaches (the entrepreneurial ecosystems and the regional/technology systems of innovation)
and their contributions to understand entrepreneurial activity at different levels of analyses, namely national, regional or local.
The paper makes a literature review on both perspectives of innovation stressing the role played by entrepreneurs in these
theoretical  approaches.  It  concludes  remarking  that  the  regional/technology  innovation  systems  approach  and  the
entrepreneurial ecosystem approach have established themselves in their own right, but the regional/technology innovation
system approach is a predecessor of the entrepreneurial ecosystem approach.
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