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Abstract : Slums are important components of city development planning, especially in Africa where slum growth is on par
with urban growth. Purposefully, our knowledge on the residential choice of slum dwellers, which contributes to population
growth in slums, is limited. This is the case in Lagos, a megacity reportedly dominated by slum dwellers. Thus, this study aims
to disclose the factors influencing the residential choices and causes of people to remain in Lagos slums. Data was collected
through questionnaire administration and focus group discussions. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze and describe the
factors influencing residential location choice; logistic regression was utilized to determine the extent to which the
neighborhood and household attributes, influence slum dwellers decisions to remain in the slums. Results showed that
movement to Lagos was the main cause of population growth in slums; most of the migrants were from closer geopolitical
zones (in Nigeria). Further, the movement patterns observed support two theories of human mobility in slums: slum as a sink,
and as a final destination. Also, the factors that brought most of the slum dwellers to the slums (cheap housing, proximity to
work etc.) differs from the ones that made them stay (Gender, employment status, housing status etc.). This study concludes
that residential choice and intention to stay are the major contributors to population growth in a slum. It is therefore important
for Lagos state Government to incorporate these elements of residential choices of slum dwellers in their slum management
policies if the city aims to be free of slums by 2030
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