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Abstract : Communities, especially in the global south, have been reported to have low adaptive capacity to cope with climate
change impacts. As an attempt to improve adaptive capacity, most studies have focused on understanding the access of the
household  resources  which  can  contribute  to  resilience  against  changes.  However,  little  attention  has  been  shown  in
uncovering how the household resources could be used and their implications to resilience against weather related shocks. By
using a case study qualitative study, this project analyzed the trends in livelihoods practices and their implication to social
equity. The study was done in three different villages within Kilimanjaro region. Each in different agro ecological zone. Two
focus group discussions in two agro-ecological zones were done, one for women and another one for men except in the third
zone where focus group participant were combined together (due to unforeseen circumstances). In the focus group discussion,
several participatory rural appraisal tools were used to understand trend in crops and animal production and the use in which
it is made: climate trends, soil fertility, trees and other livelihoods resources. Data were analyzed using thematic network
analysis. Using an amalgam of magnitude (to note weather comments made were positive or negative) and descriptive coding
(to note the topic), six basic themes were identified under social equity: individual ownership, family ownership, love and
respect, women no education, women access to education as well as women access to loans. The results implied that despite
mum and dad in the family providing labor in the agro pastoral activities, there were separations on who own what, as well as
individual obligations in the family. Dad owned mostly income creating crops and mum, food crops. therefore, men controlled
the economy which made some of them become arrogant and spend money to meet their interests sometimes not taking care of
the family. Separation in ownership was reported to contribute to conflicts in the household as well as causing controversy on
the use  income is  spent.  Men were reported to  use  income to  promote matriarchy system.  However,  as  women were
capacitated through access to education and loans they become closer to their husband and get access to own and plan the
income together for the interest of the family. Joint ownership and planning on the household resources were reported to be
important if families have to better adapt to climate change. The aim of this study is not to show women empowerment and
joint ownership and planning as only remedy for low adaptive capacity. There is the need to understand other practices that
either directly or indirectly impacts environmental integrity, food security and economic development for household resilience
against changing climate.
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