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Abstract : Watercourses in Brazilian urban areas are constantly being degraded due to the unplanned use of the urban space;
however, due to the different contexts of land use and occupation in the river watersheds, different intervention strategies are
required to requalify them. When it comes to requalifying watercourses, we can list three main techniques to fulfill this
purpose: restoration, revitalization and recovery; each one being indicated for specific contexts of land use and occupation in
the basin. In this study, it was demonstrated that the application of these three techniques to three small basins in S&atilde;o
Paulo city, listing the aspects involved in each of the contexts and techniques of requalification. For a protected watercourse
within a forest park, renaturalization was proposed, where the watercourse is preserved in a state closer to the natural one.
For a watercourse in an urban context that still  preserves open spaces for its maintenance as a landscape element, an
intervention was proposed following the principles of revitalization, integrating the watercourse with the landscape and the
population. In the case of a watercourse in a harder context, only recovery was proposed, since the watercourse is found under
the road system, which makes it difficult to integrate it into the landscape.
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