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Abstract : The objective of this paper is to investigate the relationship between the increase of accessibility brought by high
speed rail (HSR) systems and the tourism market in Italy. The impacts of HSR projects on tourism can be quantified in different
ways. In this manuscript, an empirical analysis has been carried out with the aid of a dataset containing information both on
tourism and  transport  for  99  Italian  provinces  during  the  2006-2016  period.  Panel  data  regression  models  have  been
considered, since they allow modelling a wide variety of correlation patterns. Results show that HSR has an impact on the
choice of a given destination for Italian tourists while the presence of a second level hub mainly affects foreign tourists.
Attraction variables are also significant for both categories and the variables concerning security<em>, </em>such as number
of crimes registered in a given destination, have a negative impact on the choice of a destination.
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