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Abstract : Heritage-led regeneration developments have been considered as one of the cornerstones of the economic and
social revival of historic towns and cities in the UK. However, this approach has proved its deficiency within the development of
Liverpool World Heritage site. This is due to the conflict between sustaining the tangible and intangible values as well as
achieving the aimed economic developments. Accordingly, the development of such areas is influenced by a top-down approach
which considers heritage as consumable experience and urban regeneration as the economic development for it. This neglects
the heritage sites characteristics and values as well as the design criteria for public open spaces that overlap with the heritage
sites. Currently, knowledge regarding the relationship between the physical built environment of the heritage sites including
the intangible values and the design development of the public open spaces is limited. Public open spaces have been studied
from different perspectives such as increasing walkability, a source of social cohesion, provide a good quality of life as well as
understanding  users’  perception.  While  heritage  sites  have  been  discussed  heavily  on  how  to  maintain  the  physical
environment, understanding the courses of threats and how to be protected. In addition to users’ experiences and motivations
of visiting such areas. Furthermore, new approaches tried to overcome the gap such as the historic urban landscape approach.
This approach is focusing on the entire human environment with all  its tangible and intangible qualities.  However, this
research aims to understand the relationship between the heritage sites and public open spaces and how the overlap of the
design and development of both could be used as a quality to enhance the heritage sites and improve users’ experience. A
meaning-making approach will be used in order to understand and articulate how the development of Liverpool World Heritage
site and its value could influence and shape the design of public open space Pier Head in order to attract a different level of
tourists to be used as a tool for economic development. Consequently, this will help in bridging the gap between the planning
and conservation  areas’  policies  through an understanding of  how flexible  is  the  system in  order  to  adopt  alternative
approaches for the design and development strategies for those areas.
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