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Abstract : Wolves are one of the most misrepresented species in literature and the media. They’re often portrayed as vicious,
man-eating beasts whose main life goal is to hunt and kill people. Many movie directors use wolves as their main characters in
different types of films, especially horror, thriller and science fiction movies to create gore and fear. This, in turn, results in
people being afraid of wolves and wanting to destroy them. Such cultural creations caused wolves being stalked, abused and
killed by people and in many areas they were completely destroyed. This paper analyzes the representations of wolves in the
chosen films in the four main portrayed aspects: 1. the overall picture – true versus false, positive versus negative, based on
stereotypes or realistic, displaying wolf behavior typical of the species or fake 2. subjectivity – how humans treat and talk about
the animals – as subjects or as objects 3. animal welfare – how humans treat wolves and nature, are the human – animal
relations positive and appropriate or negative and abusive 4. empathy – are human characters shown to co-feel the suffering
with the wolves, do they display signs of empathy towards the animals, do the animals empathize with humans? The detailed
analysis of the text and pictures presented in the chosen films concludes that wolves are especially misrepresented in the
movies. Their behavior is shown as fake and negative, based on stereotypes and myths, the human – animal relations are shown
mainly as negative where people fear the animals and hunt them and wolves stalk, follow, attack and kill humans. It shows that
people do not understand the needs of these animals and are unable to show empathy towards them. The article will discuss
the above-mentioned study results in detail and will present many examples. Animal representations in cultural creations,
including film have a great impact on how people treat particular species of animals. The media shape people’s attitudes, what
in turn results in people either respecting and protecting the animals or fearing, disliking and destroying the particular
species.
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