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Abstract :  MACAN (Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Nusantara) is  a new private art museum in Jakarta,
Indonesia. Facing challenges of rapidly changing social, cultural environments, MACAN is responding by devoting themselves
to  not  only  presenting  famous  international  artists  but  also  constructing  the  context  of  artists  from  Indonesia  by
interdisciplinary education and cultural  exchange.  This  paper discusses the exhibitions,  collections and the activities  of
MACAN. The purpose of this museum is to make people aware of the dialogue between local and international artist, and also
Indonesia’s own art history. Yet how they build up the cultural consciousness for their audience inside and outside Indonesia?
What strategy or method do they adapt to enhance general understanding of their own history and the relation between
Indonesia and the world through their exhibition? MACAN has tried to convey their mission by every action they took since its
opening (2017).  The discussion begins with the premise that  the initiative of  MACAN offers us a new vision to better
understand how a modern and contemporary art museum can make an effort to connect art with cultural identity and stimulate
the awareness of recognition in Indonesia. This paper will adopt a case study, curator interview, and document analysis. Last
but not least, the paper seeks to contribute towards the narrative of its first exhibition Art Turns, World Turns, Exploring the
collection of the MACAN, as well as the possibility of raising audience’s cultural consciousness by a variety of public programs.
Keywords : contemporary art museum, challenges for art museum curators today, culture heritage, museum collections and
exhibitions
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