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Abstract : Human dignity is a subjective concept indicating an inner feeling of worth which depends on one’s perceptions and
life experiences. Yet the notion is also very much under the influence of societal and cultural factors. Scholars have identified
human  dignity  as  a  context-based  concept  that  lies  at  the  intersection  of  culture,  gender,  religion,  and  individual
characteristics. Migration may constitute an individual or collective strategy for people seeking to situations that bolster rather
than undermine their human dignity. Through the use of a phenomenological method, this study will explore how Iranian
students in Canada perceive human dignity through such values and characteristics as honor, respect, self-determination, self-
worth, autonomy, freedom, love, and equality in Canada as compared to their perceptions of the same in Iran. In-depth
interviewing will be used to collect data from Iranian students who have lived in Canada for at least two years. The aim is to
discover which essential themes constitute participants’ understanding of human dignity and how this understanding compares
to their pre-Canadian experience in Iran. We will use criterion sampling as our sampling method. This study will clarify how
being exposed to a different culture can affect perceptions of human dignity among university students.
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