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Abstract : Migration has recently become a mainstream development sector and is currently at the forefront in institutional
and civil society context. However, no consensus exists on how the link between migration and development operates, that is
how development is related to migration and how migration can promote development. On one hand, Official Development
Assistance is recognized to be one of the levers to development. On the other hand, the debate is focusing on what should be
the scope of aid programs targeting migrants groups and in general the migration process. This paper provides a descriptive
analysis on how development aid for migration was allocated in the recent past, focusing on the actions that were funded and
implemented by the international donor community. In the absence of an internationally shared methodology for defining the
boundaries of development aid on migration, the analysis based on lexical hypotheses on the title or on the short description of
initiatives funded by several Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries.  Moreover, the
research describes and quantifies aid flows for each country according to different criteria. The terms migrant and refugee are
used to identify the projects in accordance with the most internationally agreed definitions and only actions in countries of
transit or of origin are considered eligible, thus excluding the amount sustained for refugees in donor countries. The results
show that the percentage of projects targeting migrants, in terms of amount, has followed a growing trend from 2009 to 2016
in several European countries, and is positively correlated with the flows of migrants. Distinguishing between programs
targeting migrants and programs targeting refugees, some specific national features emerge more clearly. A focus is devoted
to actions targeting the root causes of migration, showing an inter-sectoral approach in international aid allocation. The
analysis  gives  some tentative  solutions  to  the  lack  of  consensus  on  language  on  migration  and  development  aid,  and
emphasizes the need to internationally agree on a criterion for identifying programs targeting both migrants and refugees, to
make action more transparent and in order to develop effective strategies at the global level.
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