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Abstract : In order to engage community pharmacies in Tuberculosis care, a survey has been conducted in Belgaum city,
Karnataka state, India. After the survey divided into two groups one is control group and another one is intervention group.
One is dispensing of anti-tuberculosis drugs, and another one is non-availability of anti-tuberculosis drugs. Those community
pharmacists who are voluntarily interesting for becoming DOTS (Directly observed treatment short course) provider and
RNTCP  (Revised  national  tuberculosis  control  programme)  objectives.  Structured  training  is  conducted  for  community
pharmacist who are dispensing anti-tuberculosis drugs. The training module includes record maintaining, reporting to the
RNTCP, Medication adherence etc. In case of non-availability of anti-tuberculosis drugs, the district RNTCP has been given
training for community pharmacist by providing free of drugs to the community pharmacies. So, community pharmacies can
dispense anti-tuberculosis drugs to the patients. The target of this study is Private community pharmacies. A simple random
sampling method is used and 550 private community pharmacy shops has been involved in Belgaum city of Karnataka state,
India. Significance of the Study: This study mainly focused on training of DOTS (Directly observed treatment short course) to
the private community pharmacist. Indian Govt. Considers Private Providers as Assets for TB Control and Care to Achieve
National Strategic Plan for TB Elimination 2017-2025. The Govt. has not fully tapped the Potential of Private Pharmacies to
Fight TB. Providing DOTS as per patient’s convenience through community DOT Providers with periodic monitoring may
reduce  the  treatment  Default.  We  explore  RNTCP objectives  interventions  that  can  have  directly  managed  by  private
community pharmacy shop. Objectives: Survey of anti-tuberculosis drugs in Community pharmacy shop in Belgaum city.
Interested community pharmacist who are willing to become DOTS (Directly observed treatment short course) Provider. Major
Findings:Most of the community pharmacist are dispensing anti-tuberculosis drugs without having knowledge of DOTS therapy
and RNTCP objectives. No community pharmacist is aware of RNTCP and Tuberculosis burden in India. Most of the Pharmacist
agreed to come for RNTCP Training module for the community pharmacist. Some of the community pharmacist not dispensing
anti-tuberculosis  drugs and they agreed to become official  DOTS provider.  Concluding Statement:  Awareness of  role of
community pharmacist on tuberculosis control and care has been neglected. More than 50% of tuberculosis patients seeking
treatments from privatesector. In this study finds the major gap between government and private sector on tuberculosis
treatment.
Keywords : community pharmacist, directly observed treatment short course(DOTS), revised national tuberculosis control
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