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Abstract : Non-Timber Forest Products represent one of the key sources of income and subsistence to the fringe communities
living in rural areas. A study was conducted for the assessment of NTFP within the community forest of five villages under
Thenzawl forest division. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA), questionnaire, field exercise, discussion and interview with the
first hand NTFP exploiter and sellers was adopted for the field study. Fuel wood, medicinal plants, fodder, wild vegetables,
fruits, broom grass, thatch grass, bamboo pole and cane species are the main NTFP harvested from the community forest.
Among all the NTFPs, the highest percentage of household involvement was found in fuel wood, i.e. 53% of household and least
in medicinal plants 5%. They harvest for their own consumption as well as for selling to the market to meet their needs. Edible
food and fruits are sold to the market and it was estimated that 300 (Rs/hh/yr) was earned by each household through the
selling of this NTFP from the community forest alone. No marketing channels are linked with fuelwood, medicinal plants and
fodder since they harvest only for their own consumption.
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