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Abstract :  The study discusses the role of  foreign languages in general  and of English in particular in the process of
internationalization of higher education (IHE), defined as the intentional integration of an international, intercultural or global
dimension in the purpose, function or offer of higher education. The study is bibliographical and offers a brief outline of the
current political, economic and educational scenarios in Brazil, before discussing some possibilities and challenges for the
development of  multilingualism and IHE there.  The theoretical  background includes a review of Brazilian language and
internationalization policies.  The review and discussion concludes that the use of  the Content and Language Integrated
Learning  (CLIL)  approach  and  the  Intercomprehension  approach  to  foreign  language  teaching/learning  are  relevant
alternatives to foster multilingualism in that context.
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