
Determinants of Child Anthropometric Indicators: A Case Study of Mali in
2015

Authors : Davod Ahmadigheidari
Abstract : The main objective of this study was to explore prevalence of anthropometric indicators as well  the factors
associated with the anthropometric indications in Mali. Data on 2015, downloaded from the website of Unicef, were analyzed.
A total of 16,467 women (ages 15-49 years) and 16,467 children (ages 0-59 months) were selected for the sample. Different
statistical  analyses,  such  as  descriptive,  crosstabs  and  binary  logistic  regression  form  the  basis  of  this  study.  Child
anthropometric indicators (i.e., wasting, stunting, underweight and BMI for age) were used as the dependent variables. SPSS
Syntax from WHO was used to create anthropometric indicators. Different factors, such as child’s sex, child’s age groups,
child’s diseases symptoms (i.e., diarrhea, cough and fever), maternal education, household wealth index and area of residence
were used as independent variables. Results showed more than forty percent of Malian households were in nutritional crises
(stunting (42%) and underweight (34%). Findings from logistic regression analyses indicated that low score of wealth index,
low maternal education and experience of diarrhea in last two weeks increase the probability of child malnutrition.
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